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RESPECTED GOOD 
F R I E N D, M-rH.S8. 

Worthy Sir, | 

I AI On think it ſtrange that T ſhould falute you 
T&. from hence; how can you chooſe, when I | 
7& doeyet {till wonder to ſee my felfe here? 
{o My intentions and this placeare ſuch ſtran- 
Ng gers, that I cannot enough marvell how 
* they met. -But, howſoever,I doe in all hu- 
mility kifle the rod, wherewith I ſmart, as well knowing 
whoſe hand it is that wields it ; To that infinite juſtice 


who can be innocent ? But to my King and Countrey ne- 
ver heart was , er can be more cleare ; and I ſhall beſhrew 


' my hand if it ſhall have (againſt my tboughts) juſtly of- 


fended either ; and if either ſay fo, 1 reply not ; as having. 
learned not to contet with thoſe that can command 
Legions. - | Te 
In the meane time it is a kind, but a cold complement, 
that you pity me ; anafkeAion well placed wherea man 
deſerves to bee miſerable ; for me, I am not conſcious of 
ſuch merit. You tell mee in what faire termes T ſtood not 
long ſince,with the world z how largeroome I had in the 
hearts of the beſt men ; But can you tell me how T loſt it 2 
Truly I have in the preſence of my God narrowly ſearcht 
my own boloame; I Xe part ly ranſackt this fag-eod 
| C2 ">" 


- 


"of my life;and curiouſly examined every ſtep of my waged 


Ie 


and 1 cannot , by the moſt exa& ſcrutiny of my faddelt 
ughts, finde what it is that I have done to forfeit that 
ws. eſtimation, wherewith,you ſay,T was once blefſed. 

Fcan ſecretly arraign and condemne my ſelte of infinite 
tranſpreſfſions , before the Tribunal of heaven ; Who, that 


th 
gO 


dwels inan houſe of clay;can be-pure in his ſight,that char-- 


geth his Angels with tolly? O God whenT looke upon the 
reckonings betwixt Thee & my ſoul, & find my ſhameful 
areres, I can be moſt vile in my owne ſight, becauſeI have 
deſerved to beefo in thine : Yet, even then, inthy moſt 
pure eyes, give mee leave, the whiles, not toabdicate my 
{incerity ; thou knoweſt my heart deſires to bee right 
with thee , what ever my tailings may have beene ; and 
I know what value thou ,puttelt upon thoſe ſincere de- 
lifes, notwithſtanding all the intermixtures of our miſe= 
rable infirmittes':s Theſe I can penitently bewaile to thee ;- 
but in the meane time, what have done to men? Let then 
not ſpare to ſhame me with the late ſinful declinations of” 
my age, and fetch bluſhes (if they can) from a wrinkled: 
face. SO Tee, Fe 
Let mine enemies.(for fach I perceive TI have, and thoſe 
are thelureſt monitors){ſay whatT have offended; For their 
better irritation my clear conſcience bids me boldly to take 
up the challenge of good Samuel, Behold, here 1 am ; wit- 
witneſſe againſt me before'the Lord, and before his Anointed; 
Whoſe Oxe have 1 takentor whoſe Afſe have 1 takenfor whom 
have 1 defraud:d ? whom have 1 oppreſſed ? or of whoſe hand 
have I received any bribe to blind mine eyes therewith ? and 1 


will ſtore it you, '* ©» 


- Can they fay that T bore upithe reyns of government too- 
hard;and exerciſed my juriſdiction in a rigorous and tyran-' 
nicall way,inſolently Lording it oyer my charge? Malice it 


felf, perhaps, would, but dare not ſpeake it ; or, ifit ſhould, 


the atteltation of fo grave and numerous a Clergie would: 
choake ſuch impudence ; let them witneſſe, whether they . 
were not{tfll entertained by me'with an equall returne of- 


ES K 


reverence, 


T 


(3) 
reverence, as if they had beeneall Biſhops. with me, orT 
onely a Presbyter with them ; according to the old rule of — 


Egbert, Arch-biſhop of Tork; Intra domuts Epiſcopns col- 


l egams ſe presbyterorum eſſe cognoſcat; Let them fay , whe- 
ther onght here looked like deſpotical,or founded rather of 
tmperious commands, then-of brotherly complying; whe- 
ther I have not rather from ſome beholders, undergone the 
cenſure of a too humble remiſneſſe ; as perhaps ftooping 
toolow- beneath the eminence of Epiſcopal dignity; whe- 
ther I have not ſuffered as munch in ſome opinions, for the 
winning mildneſſe of my adminiſtration, as fome others 
for a rough ſeverity. - | 7 OST OG 

Can they fay(tor this aſperſon islikewiſe common)that - 
T barred. the free courſe of religious exerciſes', by the ſup- 


_ preſſion of painfull and peaceable Preachers ? If ſhame wil 


{uffer any man to objett it,let me challenge him toinſtance 
but 1n one name; Nay, the contraty is fo fmouſly knowre 
in the Welterne parts,that every month will herein juſtifie 
me. What free admiſſion and incouragement have I al- 
waies given toall the Sons of peace, that came with Gods 
meſſage in their monthes ? What miſ-juggeſtions have Þ 
waved ? What blowes have I borne off in the þehalfe of 
ſome of them, from ſomegain-fayers ? How havel often 
and pabliquely profeſſed; that 4s well might we complairi 


- of too many ſtarsintheskie, as too many Orthodox Prea- 


chers in the Church ? _ ROS EOP | 
- . Cantthey complaine that I fretted the necks of my Cler- 
gie with the unealie yoake of new and illegall impoſitions? 
Let them:whom T havethns hurt,blazon my unjult ſeveri- 
ty, and write their wrongs in marble : But,if diſliking all 
novel devices, I have held-cloſe to:thoſe ancient rules. 


__.. which limited the obedience of our godly predeceſſors ; If 


I have grated/ upon no mans conſcience by the preſ- 
fare -(nonot by the tender) of the late Oath, or any 
unpreferibed Ceremonie;z ItI have freely in the Com- 
mittee; appointed by the' moſt honourable - Houſe of 
Peeres, declared” my- open diſlike: of all innovations, 


REIT non en en mens ng ——— 


h (4). 
ng Dodrine and rites , why doth my innegence 

Can they challenge me as a cloſe and back-ſtaire-friend 
to Popery or Arminianiſme, who have in ſo many Pulpits, 
and ſo many Preſſes, cryed downe both? Suxely the very 

paper that I have ſpent 1n the refutation of doth theſe, is e- 
nough to ſtop more mouthes then can be guilty of this ca- 
lumnie, | | | 

Can they check me with a lazie filence in my place,with 

infrequence of preaching ? Let the populous Auditories 
whereT have lived, witneſſe, whether having furniſhed all 
the Churches neere me with able Preachers,I tooke not all 
qoportunities of ſupplying ach courſes, as I could get, in 
my Cathedrall ; and when my tongue was filent , let the 
world ſay whether my hand were 1dle. . 

Laſtly , ſince no man can offer to upbraid mee with too 
much pompe, which 1s wont to be the common eye- 
fore at our envied profeſſion : Can any man pretend to a 
ground of taxing me (as I perceive one of late hath moſt” 
unjuſtly done) of too much workdlynefſe ? Surely , of 
all the vices forbidden in the Decalogue , there is no one 
which my heart upon due examination can leſle faſten up- 
on me then this: Hethat made it, knowes that hee hath 
put into.it a-true diſregard (fave onely for neceſary uſe)ot 
the world,and of all that it can boaſt of, whether for profit, 
pleaſure, or glory. | g TEE ME 

No,no;T know theworld too wel to dote upon it;whiles - 
L am init,how can I but uſe it?but I never care,never yeeld 
to enJoy it.. - It were too great a ſhame for a Philoſopher,a 
Chriſtian,a Divine,a. Biſhop to have his thoughts groveling 
here upon earth; for mine,they ſcornethe imployment;an 
looke-upon all theſe ſublanary diſtrations (as upon this 
mans falſe cenſure) with na other eyes then contempt. 
And now,Sir,fince I cannot(how ſecretly faulty foever) 
gueſſe at my owne publique cxorbitances , I beſeech you, 
where you heaxe my name traduced , learne of mige acen- - 
ters (whoſe Lyngean. eyes would ſeeme to (ce, farther 
| into 


" *1y) | 
into methen my own) what fingalar offence I have com 


mired. | 
If perhaps my calling be my crime z It is no other then 
the moſt baty: Taikers of the Chanch inthe Primitive and 


faccreding Ages, ever fince the Apoltles., (many of them 
alſobleſſed Martyrs) have been guilty ofzit is no other then 
all the holy Dodo of the Church, in all generations,ever 
ſince, have celebrated , as moſt reverend , ſacred, invipla- 
ble ; it 1s no other then all the whole Chriſtian world, 
excepting one ſinal handful of our neighbours,(whoſe con- 
dition denyed them the oportunity of this government) 
is known to enjoy without contradition:: How ſafe is1t 
erring in Tuch company?If my offencebe in my pen,which 
hath (as it could) undertaken the defence of that Apoſtoli- | 
call inftituion, Choe withall modeſty,and fair reſpe&ts 
to the Churches differing from us) I cannot deprecate 
a truth : and fuchT know this to bee : whichis ſince ſo 
cleared by better hands , that I well hope the better-infor- 
med world cannot but fit downe convinced;Neither doubt 
1, but that , as metals recewe the more luſtre with often 
rubbing, this truth the more agitation it undergoes, ſhall 
appeare every day more glorious. -Onely may the good 
pirit of the Almighty ſpeedily diſpell all thoſe duskie pre- : 
Judices from the mindes of men, which may hinder them 
from diſcerning ſo cleare a light. 7 
- Shortly then, knowing nothing by my ſelfe , whereby I 
have deſerved to alienate any good heart from mee, I ſhall. 
reſolve to reſt ſecurely upon the acquiting teſtimony of a 
goo conſcienceand the ſecret approbation of my gracious. 
od; who {hall one day cauſe mine innocence to breake 
forth as the morning light , and ſhall give mice beauty for 
bonds,and for a light and momentany afflition,an eternall 
weight of glory. To ſhut up all, and to furceaſe your trou- 
ble. 1 write not this, as one that would pumpe for favour 
_ and reputation from the difafte&ted multitude,(forT charge 
you,that what paſſes privately betwixt us,may not fall un- 
der common eyes)but onely with this defire,and intention,, 
] | to 


"® 


to giveyoutruegtounds, where yol ſhall heare my name 
mentioned, with a cauſeleſk offence, to yeeld me a jult and 
I  _ . charitable vindication, Go you onſtill to do the office of a 

- true friend, yea, the duty of a juſt man; in Peng in the 
cauſe of the dumb,in righting the innocent,in re&ifing the 
' 8 miſ-guided; andlaſtly,the ſervice of a faithfull and Chriſti. 
an patriot, in helping the times with the belt aid of your 

__ prayers; whichis the daily task of 


From the Tower, WEE HO Your much devoted, 
FAN2.4. 1641. EEO gre 
RY - and thankful friend, 
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| Reverend good Lord; 


| 1 C OSEPH 


ber 


Lord. Biſhop of No RWICH. 


8; ay vo7 good L Lord, 


III Received, after and en nreaty, you mecke 
C = ; and modeſtyindication of yourſelte ; I pre- 
AD. tended want - of fatisfa&tion: concerning 
d ſome late actions of your Lordſhips , but 
&g now Imuſt tell you,and the world together, 
: --,'F wasfully convincedofyour deſert and in-. 
timity) before, and this my requeſt was but to draw from - 
your: Lordſhip: facha declaration:of your {ele , as might - 
_ convince others, 'by my divulgingit abroad. Bur oft is 
you have now-ſent me , I muſt ſay as not more afriend to. 
you then truth, you have not done your ſelfe right;you have : 
not followeg-your cauſe halfe throughly : and therefore 
givemeleave(forT will take it)a little more to betray you 
4 totheeyesotmen, and moreopenly to bewail your baſh- 
full innocence. _ .. 
I cannot without a: yocall compaſſien behold your nJu- 
red vertue, the moſt remarkable example of the malignitie | 
_ ofour times; which when I looked it ſhouldrecerveits. 
crowne from Godand men, quite contrary to my expetta= - 
> tion, I findeca{tdowne, and trampled in the dult. 
14t] is not full two. yeares + i when in that innovating 


- 6 


HEE, « g 3). 
age you ſuffered under RY and threats from FEET 7 


> "and informers; and bep Hype FogiLaryF5 ra 


ger, that that Aceuſer, K #vert, durit openly threaten you, 

to bethe next-man deſigned for his Inquiſition. How of- 

ten have you ſtood”as a ſhield betweene ao men and 

danger, whocan now! complain you area Biſhop ; when 

ifyou had riot beene ſo, wherehad they been at this houre 2 : 

_ many of thoſe Antapxelaticall men , even-the Dit 
at ha 


d ofthem, have we heard bleſſiggGod far ſucha Di 
» by whoſe proviſion 'and government\,. gut: 
heene the company of Preachers , and acknowledging the 
Sunneof the Goſpell, with your approach , fetting; in 
your Weſtern Sea ; or rather riling there, in more perfect 
luſtre, when the world jultly complained i it went downe 
in ſome other parts of the Kingdome > What prayers, 
what. praifes, what wiſhes were:then,onall fides,"poured 
cud for ye? Efhouldbeaccomted your flattes&, '{hox 
T but mention.them:- Whereas now "inthe dayes: of Re- 
formation, when yow might juſtly expe «reward of yaur 
former ſufferings, as deſerving (let me confidently 
it}thegreateſ thare, I fee youas/ muick driven = on the 
other ſide, by an ignorant faxy of thole youdefended;; and 
ſinarting as. ari'enemy to; that truth, the mamvainung'of. 
wwtichbathraiſe ag Tp eni many daygerous adveria-. 
ries. Linde youſtdl Eman.you bbs and 
yet, what is ftrange, groan ns wade the fame burthenof 
cenſire, and workyhannquitecontny hands;.even from 
thoſe, whoſe uy 1tis toipremote andvindicateyony'and 
yet who think they doethar;verptruthyau- maintaingood 
ſervice, in puniſhing you its defender. A miſerably: | 
dedzeale } Father forgive hers , fox they know not what they 
dee. Irethe meane time, what havethey toanfwertor, who 
whentbey can findenoreatblemiſtinponyougarelikethe 
Ramilh.ImagersinQuAdaniexdayes; paint hends &favilts- 
, upon your coat; as. thoſe cunningly-cruel}-men-, #1 the : 
Priraitive times, donking che -harmbleſle- ar 
Ar- 


” if 


_- 


I. © | ; 
Martyrs with the skins of falvage Bears and Bulls, that -- 
they might be baited, and torne by the deceived Maſtiffes 
which would have fawned upon them, had they appeared 
in their owne ſhapes : But I forbeare ; Onely this ,'my 
Lord, if you thus fink, and ſaffer under evill and killing 
tongues , happy , thrice happy are you ; you know one 
hath faid it, that will make it good : I ſhall not, I ſeriouſly 
profeſle, pitic, but envie you, for having this eternall ho- 
' nour to expire among ſcoffes, and unjult ignominy , with 
our great Maſter. And therefore now, rouze up thoſe droo- 
ping ſpirits, which age and reſtleſſe lavours haveleft you ; 
ftixe youreyes ſtedfaltly, with bleſſed Srepher, upon hea- 
ven ,and reſt your thoughts there, as no doubt you doe, 
with a calme and ſmiling confidence; and know , every 
ſtone isthrowne at you, thall turnea precious one, to deck 
your crowne of glory. Into the boſome of our gracious 
God, whom we have thus long ſerved, and enjoyed toge- 
ther,I ſecurely commend you; And,till I me=te you in ano- 
ther world, however this world judge of you, ſhall corn- 
tinue a conſtant lover of your tryed goodneſſe. 


—_ 
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I641. | 


w nn; $2 


o — 


GT WE ORs CER ONES" Woe CAE 


d , 
> 


